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TESTIMONY OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 
TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE, 2018                                       
 
 

ON THE FOLLOWING MEASURE: 
S.B. NO. 2790,     RELATING TO THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE. 
 
BEFORE THE: 
                             
SENATE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES                        
 
DATE: Monday, February 5, 2018     TIME:  3:45 p.m. 

LOCATION: State Capitol, Room 016 

TESTIFIER(S): Russell A. Suzuki, First Deputy Attorney General,  or   
  Erin K.S. Torres, Deputy Attorney General       
  
 
Chair Green and Members of the Committee: 

 The Department of the Attorney General supports this bill but suggests some 

modifications to address technical issues. 

 The purpose of this bill is to amend the Child Protective Act, chapter 587A, 

Hawaii Revised Statutes, by deleting the existing section 587A-3, Guiding principals for 

children in foster care, and replacing it with a new section 587A-   , Rights of children in 

foster care. 

 On page 3, line 21, the word “and” should be added after “organizations,” so that 

the line reads as follows: 

“living programs, foster youth organizations, and”. 

 On page 4, line 11, the word “and” should be added after “guardian ad litem;” so 

that the line reads as follows: 

 “the child’s guardian ad litem; and”. 

 On page 4, line 20, the word “and” should be added after “records,” so that the 

line reads as follows: 

 “records, and a driver’s license or state identification”. 

 On page 5, line 2, the semicolon should be replaced with a period so that the line 

reads as follows: 

 “13, 119 Stat. 302.” 
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 On page 6, line 5, the word “and” should be added after “school;” so that the line 

reads as follows: 

 “new school; and”. 

 On page 6, line 7, the semicolon should be replaced with a period so that the line 

reads as follows: 

 “all other students.” 

 We respectfully recommend that the Committee make the suggested technical 

modifications and pass this measure. 
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February 2, 2018 

 
To: The Honorable Josh Green, Chair; 
 The Honorable Stanley Chang, Vice Chair; and 
  Members of the Senate Committee on Human Services 
 
Date: Monday, February 5, 2018 
Time: 3:45 p.m. 
Place: Conference Room 16, State Capitol 
  
From: Leonard Hoshijo, Acting Director 
 Department of Labor and Industrial Relations (DLIR) 
 

Re:  S.B. No. 2790 Relating to the Rights of Children in Foster Care 

 
Chair Green, Vice Chair Chang, and Members of the Committee, thank you for the 
opportunity to comment on SB2790. SB2790 proposes to amend the Child Protective 
Act, chapter 587A, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), by deleting the existing section 587A-
3 (Guiding Principles for children in foster care) and replacing it with a new section 587A- 
(Rights of children in foster care).  
 
DLIR supports this measure, DLIR has been a part of the community partnership with the 
Department of Human Services (DHS) and its providers and defers to DHS for technical 
issues. 
 
Foster youth who age out of the foster care system as working age adults are a 
vulnerable group with a high risk for homelessness, substance abuse, and mental health 
issues.  While in foster care, they are subject to greater court supervision, more school 
changes, and strict limitations on social activities, which adversely affect their 
preparedness for work or post-secondary education.   

 
DLIR supports the intent of this measure to keep foster youth in the same school to the 
extent possible and otherwise give youth a more positive foster care experience that 
enables them to learn how to take care of themselves in productive ways and sustain 
good relationships during their childhood and teen years.  Brain research has shown how 
having positive role models and greater connections with supportive adults can shape 
young people at risk into successful adults who contribute to society and the economy.    



 
 
 
 
 
 

The Judiciary, State of Hawai‘i  
 

Testimony to the Senate Committee on Human Services 
Senator Josh Green, Chair 

Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair 
 

Monday, February 5, 2018 at 3:45 pm 
State Capitol, Conference Room 16 

 
By 

 
Catherine H. Remigio 

Senior Judge, Deputy Chief Judge 
Family Court of the First Circuit 

 
 
 
Bill No. and Title:  Senate Bill No. 2790, Relating to the Rights of Children in Foster Care. 
 
Purpose:  Amends the Child Protective Act, chapter 587A, Hawai‘i Revised Statutes, by 
deleting the existing section 587A-3, Guiding Principles for children in foster care, and replacing 
it with a new section 587A - Rights of children in foster care. 
 
Judiciary's Position:  
 
 The Judiciary writes in strong support of this bill because it expresses the Legislature’s 
strong support of foster children—their welfare and their independence. 
 
 This bill codifies best practices; practices that were developed with significant input from 
foster children and former foster children.  In our own state, these practices have been discussed 
at annual gatherings among foster youth, former foster youth, the family court, and child serving 
public and private agencies.  These practices garnered strong consensus among all of the 
participants.  Whenever possible, the Family Court applies best practices that are within our 
control.  For example, at page 5, from line 13, the bill affords a foster child the right to “meet 
with and speak to the presiding judge in the child's case.”  For years, the Family Court of the  
First Circuit has required that foster children are informed of the court’s invitation to them to 
come to court.  When the system began, we had very few “takers.”  However, as the entire 
system became accustomed to this requirement, more and more children and youth came to court 
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to talk to “their” judge.  Just recently, in a morning calendar for one judge, 22 children claimed 
this right and each spoke to “their” judge individually. 
 
 We respectfully offer one amendment to the bill. 
 
 At page 4, from line 12, the bill recognizes the importance of equipping the aging out 
youth with basic documents that we all take for granted, including, certified birth certificates and 
social security cards.  However, as it is drafted, there may not be enough time for these 
documents to be gathered.  The bill requires that the youth be in foster care for at least 6 months 
before the section is activated.  If a youth goes into foster care at 17.5 years, this section becomes 
effective at the same time the youth “ages out.”  This section also appears to place the burden of 
collecting these documents on the youth.  This task calls for the ability to navigate different and 
sometimes labyrinthine bureaucracies.  We respectfully suggest the following changes: 
 

“(14) If the child has been in foster care is 17 years old, for more than six 
months, and is aging out of care, receive assistance in the department shall 
obtaining for the child prior to aging out of care certain personal records 
such as an official or certified copy of the child's United States birth 
certificate, a Social Security card issued by the Commissioner of Social 
Security, health insurance information, a copy of the child's medical 
records or information to access the child's medical records free of charge, 
immigration documents, a driver's license or state identification card 
issued by the State in accordance with the requirements of the REAL ID 
Act of 2005, Pub.L. 109-13, 119 Stat. 302;” 
 
[the proposed changes without Ramseyer formatting] 
“(14) If the child in foster care is 17 years old, the department shall obtain 
for the child prior to aging out of care certain personal records such as an 
official or certified copy of the child's United States birth certificate, a 
Social Security card issued by the Commissioner of Social Security, health 
insurance information, a copy of the child's medical records or information 
to access the child's medical records free of charge, immigration 
documents, a driver's license or state identification card issued by the State 
in accordance with the requirements of the REAL ID Act of 2005, Pub.L. 
109-13, 119 Stat. 302;” 

 
 We commend the Legislature for its care and support of one of the most vulnerable 
populations in our community.  These children have very few family resources and are ill 
equipped to move toward adulthood.  And yet, in our courtrooms, we are consistently moved and 
impressed by the resilience and grace exhibited by these children.  On their behalf, we 
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respectfully ask for favorable consideration of our proposed amendments and we urge passage of 
this bill. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on this measure. 



DAVID Y. IGE
 GOVERNOR

STATE OF HAWAÌ I
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

P.O. BOX 2360
HONOLULU, HAWAI`I 96804

DR. CHRISTINA M. KISHIMOTO
SUPERINTENDENT      

 Date: 02/05/2018
Time: 03:45 PM
Location: 016
Committee: Senate Human Services

Department: Education

Person Testifying: Dr. Christina M. Kishimoto, Superintendent of Education

Title of Bill: SB 2790  RELATING TO THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN IN FOSTER 
CARE.

Purpose of Bill: Amends the Child Protective Act, chapter 587A, Hawaii Revised 
Statutes, by deleting the existing section 587A-3, Guiding Principles for 
children in foster care, and replacing it with a new section 587A-  , 
Rights of children in foster care.

Department's Position:

The Department of Education (Department) supports SB 2790.  This proposed measure 
recognizes the unique needs of children in foster care by codifying children rights, increasing 
educational stability, and improving educational outcomes for these youth.  

Further, SB 2790 better aligns to Hawaii statute to key elements of the foster care provision 
under the federal Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), including but not limited to: dispute 
resolution process, transportation procedures and immediate enrollment and records transfer, 
as well as identifying key points of contact at each school.  

The Department, in collaboration with Hawaii Department of Human Services, has also worked 
to develop guidelines for implementation of statewide guidance that will provide information 
about the significance of educational stability in the life of a foster child.  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 2790.

The Hawaii State Department of Education seeks to advance the goals of the Strategic Plan 
which is focused on student success, staff success, and successful systems of support. This is 
achieved through targeted work around three impact strategies: school design, student voice, 
and teacher collaboration.  Detailed information is available at www.hawaiipublicschools.org.
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February 1, 2018 
 

Committee on Health and Human Services 
Senator Josh Green, Chair 

              Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair 
 

RE: SB 2790 RELATING TO RIGHTS OF CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE----IN SUPPORT 
 
             Dear Senators Green and Chang and Committee Members: 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide brief testimony in support of SB 2790.  This needed bill is 
the result of a thoughtful collaborative process that used the voice of current and former youth in 
care to guide its intent and direction.   
 
The proposed Bill of Rights seeks to empower our keiki in foster care and ensure they have the 
same rights as youth who are not in care and the rights that should be afforded to any young 
person: to live, in safe, nurturing homes, have health coverage and access to needed resources, be 
able to stay connected to biological families (in particular, siblings), enjoy social and community 
activities,  be the driver of their service planning, be consulted on matters concerning them, have 
opportunities for self-expression and advocacy and be treated fairly.  
 
As an agency who has strived to help youth in foster care learn skills, make positive connections, 
continue with education and/or locate employment, and have the self-confidence to succeed as an 
adult, this Bill of Rights is an essential ingredient to making this all happen.  Positive outcomes in 
these key areas will only benefit the young people and their communities. 
 
Please demonstrate the respect we know you have for these children in care by passing this Bill. 
 
Thank you again for the opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jaque Kelley-Uyeoka, MSW 
Deputy CEO, Hale Kipa, Inc.  

Executive Staff Board of Directors 
 
Punky Pletan -Cross 
Chief Executive Officer  
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Deputy CEO  
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Controller  
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Chair 
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Treasurer 
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Secretary 
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Lanson Kupau 
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Karen Miller  
 
Jean Odo 
 
Richard J. Sakoda  
 
Zadoc W. Brown, Jr.  
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Rick Collins, President 
 
Judith F. Clark, Executive  
Director   
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February 2, 2018 
 
 
To: Senator Josh Green, Chair 
 And members of the Committee on Human Services 
 
TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SB 2790 RELATING TO RIGHTS OF 

CHILDREN IN FOSTER CARE 
 

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of youth-
serving organizations, supports SB 2790 Relating to Rights of Children in 
Foster Care. 
 
Some of the rights specified in the bill ensure that basic health and safety 
needs are met. Others enable and empower children and youth in foster care 
to participate in planning for their own futures.  Efforts to keep foster 
children in their home schools help them to maintain their natural support 
systems. 
 
Children and youth in foster care often feel that their lives are out of their 
control.  They often feel that their voices are not heard.  
 
This bill of rights will protect children from harm while in care, enable them 
to be involved in decisions that affect their lives, and is likely to lead to 
better outcomes for children in the child welfare system. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Judith F. Clark, MPH 
Executive Director 
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To:   Senator Josh Green, Chair 
  Senator Stanley Chang, Vice Chair 
  Committee on Human Services 
 
Hearing:  Monday, February 5, 2018 
  3:45PM 
  Conference Room 16 
 
From:  Judith Wilhoite 
 
RE:  SB 2790  Relating to the Rights of Children in Foster Care 
 
Aloha, 
 
My name is Judith Wilhoite.  My husband and I have been foster parents for over 20 years.  I 
thank you for this opportunity to voice very strong support for SB2790. 
 
Reading this bill, I am struck by how comprehensive it is and I support each and every article in 
it.  I would like to comment specifically on rights 5, 6, 7, and 10.   
 
(5) Family is the most important thing for most of us.  Our foster youth are no exception.  
Committing to making sure our youth have regular visits with their parents and siblings is, in 
most cases, the right thing to do and can result in better outcomes for all.  Research shows that 
when visits begin early in a case and are consistent, there is a much higher rate of reunification 
for the family.  This benefits the family and the community at large.  In addition, I have seen 
many youth age out, only to become licensed resource caregivers themselves so that they are 
able to care for their younger siblings. This is the perfect example of just how important family is 
to our youth. 
 
(6)  When youth attend their court hearings, they can get information about what is happening 
with their parents and other family members, can ask the judge for help with something that is 
important to the youth, can have a say in planning for educational or vocational goals and in 
planning for their future.  The state of Hawai`i has made great strides in making the court room a 
welcoming, supportive environment for our youth, in part by the creation of an In-Court Youth 
Facilitator. The facilitator greets youth when they come to court, describes the type of hearings 
that take place, goes over the guiding principles and resources, and encourages youth to talk to 
the judges about needs, concerns, wants.  These important and wonderful things can only happen 
IF the youth receives notice of court hearings and is transported to the court hearings.  Thus I 
strongly support Right # 6. 
 
 (7)  Having consistent, in-person contact with their child welfare services worker is paramount 
to the youth's needs being understood and met.  However, for this to happen, we need to be sure 



that the Department of Human Services staff has a manageable case load and the tools they need 
to help our youth and families.   
 
(10)  Being able to participate in extracurricular, enrichment, cultural, and social activities helps 
to instill a sense of self in youth by encouraging them to be active in dance, music, art, student 
government, clubs on campus, sports teams, etc.  These are all meaningful ways to develop a 
sense of identity. Learning new skills will lead to greater self-confidence, which will in turn help 
youth make good life choices. 
 
Each and every Right in this bill is important and can help our youth grow into healthy, 
productive adults.  I thank you for hearing this bill and strongly support its passage.   
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Position: SUPPORT SB2790 

Chair Green  and Members of the Committee: 

 

I strongly support this bill .  In 2017, over 2,600 children in Hawai'i were 

involved in the foster care system. They represent our most vulnerable keiki. In 

addition to being removed because of unsafe conditions in the home, they are 

often separated from siblings, moved from foster hom e to foster home, school to 

school, and suffer poor outcomes in the areas of housing, health care, 

employment and education if they exit the system as young adults. Although 

there are federal and state policies and laws that support things like visiting 

th eir siblings, staying in the same school or going to court to talk to the judge 

about their case, many foster youths don't know they have rights.  Having a 

foster youth bill of rights that captures all of  these protections for foster 

youth promotes empowerment, stability and well -being for foster youth.  

A current statute exists in Hawai'i that provides guidance around what can and 

should be afforded to foster youth in care. This statute is over a dozen yea rs old 

and needs to be updated, strengthened and designed to reflect current federal 

and state policies and law.  

Mahalo,  

 

Ken Farm  

 

Member -At -Large  
Neighborhood Board No. 15  
Kalihi -Palama  









state must also protect and promote other aspects of their development, such as 
education and socialization.  
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